Permanent Painting

now known as Idria, which at that time 'was a province
of Venetia. In Spain* this pigment has likewise
long been known and is still found there to-day. It
occurs as a bright red earth varying in color from
f scarlet to deep red, which is nothing more nor less than
quick silver verrnilioh in its native form, together
with oxide of iron.
From analyses made by the author of fragments of
paintings of the fourteenth century, bright reds are
conclusively proven to "be sulphide of mercury or ver-
milion. It is also well known that for thousands of
years the Chinese either made vermilion artificially,
or carefully selected the bright particles from their
native ores, and that the Chinese vermilion "was in-
troduced into Venetia during the thirteenth century
by Marco Polo. This celebrated explorer traveled
eastward, and found the first passage to the Orient.
However, as the first authentic biography of Marco
Polo was written by John Baptist Remusio 200 years
after Marco Polo's death, there is some doubt as to
some of the details of his trip. So we have, not only
the introduction of the artificial and natural Chinese
vermilion into Italy during" the thirteenth century, but
we have the Spanish ores of Almaden, and ores from
the mines of Idria, from which all shades of bright
red were selected for the production of this so-called
sinopia, which was supposed to have been the brilliant
and permanent red which was one of the causes of
* The Alinaden. Mines.
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